Queensland Government

Cabinet – August 2022
Interim Queensland Government response – Queensland Human Rights Commission Report: Building Belonging – Review of Queensland’s Anti-Discrimination Act 1991
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence

1. The Queensland Human Rights Commission’s report, Building Belonging – Review of Queensland’s Anti-Discrimination Act 1991 (the Building Belonging Report), was provided to the Attorney-General on 29 July 2022.
2. The Building Belonging Report makes 122 recommendations under 46 broad categories of reform. The recommendations aim to ensure Queensland’s discrimination law is effective in protecting people from discrimination and sexual harassment by:
· eliminating discrimination, including the introduction of a new Act to protect and promote the right to equality and eliminate discrimination and sexual harassment to the greatest extent possible;
· refining key concepts, to ensure the legal tests for discrimination respond effectively to the problems they are seeking to address and are easy to understand and apply;
· shifting the focus to prevention, to stop discrimination and sexual harassment before it happens;
· improving the complaints system, including reorientating the dispute resolution process to ensure it is flexible and efficient, and to enhance access to justice; and
· increasing protection, to ensure all people who require protection under the Act are included, and that coverage of the law extends to all contexts and settings where unfair discrimination occurs, subject to reasonable exceptions.
3. Cabinet noted that the Queensland Human Rights Commission’s (QHRC) report, Building Belonging – Review of Queensland’s Anti-Discrimination Act 1991 (the Building Belonging Report) be tabled in the Legislative Assembly.
4. Cabinet approved the interim Queensland Government response to the Building Belonging Report and that it be tabled.
5. Attachments:
· Interim Queensland Government response to the Building Belonging report
· Building Belonging – Review of Queensland’s Anti-Discrimination Act 1991
